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Should Square Dancing
Be Stopped in Public?

in New York's Sunset Park were recently

confronted by local police over noise
complaints from nearby residents. The local
court even served a summons related to a cer-
tain Ms. Wang.

The news soon triggered heated discus-
sion across China, with many believing the
incident to involve a cultural conflict be-
tween the East and West, while others view
it as a form of discrimination against Chinese
in the United States.

The group, which normally practices in
Sunset Park, has performed to New York’s
Chinese and other local communities on
many occasions, with membership continu-
ally on the increase.

A survey on the Chinese community
in Seattle has revealed the importance of
respecting local habits and public resources
among residents.

Deng Zuolie (www.chinanews.com):
Every country has its own legal system and local
habits. Migrants are supposed to respect local
laws and customs to avoid friction between dif-
ferent ethnic groups and ensure harmony.

Wang Jiao (www.chinanews.com):
In China, it's quite common to see seniors
dance either in their communities or in parks.
Sometimes, it is really noisy, though no one
will bother to stop them. When it comes to the
United States, where it goes against the law to
bother others on public occasions, these ladies
do need to respect local habits.

Nie Zhixin (www.chinanews.com):
This dance issue should be analyzed from
two aspects. One pertains to the seniors’
freedom and obligations, while the other
centers on U.S. police behavior in the pro-
cess of law enforcement.

For senior citizens in China, to dance to-
gether is a way to maintain health and be social.
Many Chinese have brought this hobby with
them when moving to the United States and
have done much to spread Chinese culture.

n group of senior Chinese ladies dancing
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The United States is a diverse society, and in
many cases, Chinese dancers are tolerated and
even appreciated.

Meanwhile, the United States is a society
based on the rule of law, and due to cultural
differences, local regulations seem to be
very different from those in China. As a re-
sult, some old Chinese ladies dancing in New
York’s Sunset Park found themselves caught
in an embarrassing situation. In China,
people like to watch old people dance, and
even if the noise disturbs surrounding resi-
dents, no police force will ever get involved.
In the United States, however, locals and im-
migrants from other nations view such noise
as a breach of their right to enjoy tranquility.
Calling the police is regarded as the most ef-
ficient way to solve such a problem.

Before, these ladies probably did not under-
stand local customs and rules. However, since
the incident took place, they should perhaps
know a little better next time and keep the noise
to a minimum. People from different nations
are often supposed to reach compromises,
while respecting and tolerating each other.

As for US. police practice, there might still
be some room for improvement. Some were
said to be rather rude, leading to allegations of
“racial discrimination,” which is a sensitive topic
in US. society.

If the involved parties could be more toler-
ant, and solve such problems without involving
the court, perhaps immigrants would mix more.

Chao Bai (Southern Daily): Square danc-
ing is often seen in China. It is a way for senior
ladies to have fun.

However, the cultural and legal environ-
ment is quite different in the United States.
These ladies did affect other people’s lives. We
feel sorry for what they have done in New York,
and hope our compatriots planning to go and
live abroad learn to respect local ways of life.

Li Xianzi (Yanzhao Evening News): There
exists a big gap between Western and Oriental
culture, Square dancing, which is very common
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in Chinese communities, seems to be resisted
in the United States.

We can't complain that people from other
nations are too picky with regards to these
ladies. In many cities, seniors like to gather and
dance at night, which ensures joy, health and
entertainment.

However, every coin has two sides. Such
dancing, however innocent, can easily dis-
turb public peace. We have seen incidents
on the Internet where conflicts broke out
between residents who could no longer bear
the noise. Noisy square dancing has become
a common social concern in many Chinese
cities, but the authorities have paid little at-
tention to it.

In the United States, locals often solve such

http://www.bjreview.com

problems via legal means.

Hu Shui (www.life.caixun.com): In China,
it's unimaginable that senior ladies taking part
in square dancing would be sent to court for
disturbing the peace.

Many Chinese love exciting, busy and
festive occasions. People tend to express
their happiness through setting off firecrack-
ers and through dance. You may see it as an
optimistic side of the Chinese national char-
acter. However, we have to admit that some
people tend to neglect public order while
enjoying themselves.

Square dancing is a form of entertain-
ment and physical exercise, which is a good
thing. However, many of us might have had
the following experiences: You want to sleep

DNOTIE

late into noon on weekend mornings, but
find it impossible because the senior citizens
are dancing since the early hours, making a
lot of noise. Sometimes, you want to have a
rest or talk with friends in a quiet park, only
to be interrupted repeatedly by music asso-
ciated with group dancing.

Is it all right for senior citizens to dance in
public? And when should they be allowed to do
so? This is a rather controversial topic. However,
due to cultural differences, this habit has already
affected New York residents.

Whatever your choice of entertainment,
it is important not to affect other people’s
lives. Square dancing is only one of many
activities during which people should mind
their behavior. m
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