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ln a letter to Chinese President Xijinpin8 on
Febtuary 8. U.S. Prcsident Donald Trump ex
tended his greetines to xi and the Chinese
people on the Lantem Festival, which feli on

Ttump s fai ure to fo low his predecessors

ercmp e of oflering greetinAs to the Chinese
people on the occasion of the Lunar Ns Ysr
(anuary 28) had ti8Aered speculation in the
iniernationalcommLniry over the new U.S.

adminisrratioris scancelMrd China.
Following the mes$8e, the two presidents

had a phone conreEtion on February 1 0, dLrr

ing rhich Trump sald that the U.S. Govemment
adheres to the one China po icy.

A formal phone cal between the two
leaders was slow to .ome after Trump's in-
augur.tion. This should be lareely bamed on
IrumCs phone ca with Tai@n eaderTsilng-
wen after election- The move showcased the
serious undercstim.don byTrump and hlsaides
ofthe sensitiveness ofthe TaiMn question.
Wo6e sti l, Trump not only retused to admit the
mlstake, but aLso intended to play ihe Taiwan
card. ln respons, Chlna stdted its so emn posi

rion that the integrity of its soverei8nry c lron
neeotiable, Dointine olt thatthe one China
pnnciple is the politica foundation of China-U.S.


