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Calming the Seas for
Sino-U.S. Relations

By Lan Xinzhen
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Sinc-US. miitary relations have received wide attention
from the intemational community as well High-level naval of-
ficers from the 22 participating countries attended the June
30 RIMPAC opening press conference hosted by LS. Pacific
Fleet Commmander Admiral Hammy Harris in Peard Harbor,
Hawai. The first s questions reporters posed to Harmis wene
about China's participation, as those present at the confer-
ence were seemingly more interested in Sino-LLS. millitary
relations than the exencise. Hamis had to remind the joumal-
ists that many nations besides China and the United States
wers atso imvolved in the drill

Thus, intemational society, too, 5 concemead with Sino
Arnedcan military relations, A sound relationship between the
armed forces of the workd's largest developing country and
largest developed country is actually a boon to world peace
and development.

Obstacles, however, still remain. Since the two estab-
ished a formal diplormatic relationship more than 30 years
agn, both sides have experienced turbulence overa lack of
strategic trust lssues such as LS, anmns saies to Takwan, cyber-
security, and maritime temitonal disputes in the South China
Sea have all hindered progress in mifitary relations.

At the sith round of the China-US. Strategic and
Economic Dialogue in Beliing on July 9, Chinese President
X Jinping said that when China and the United States can
comectly interpret each other's strategic intentions, they can
then adopt proper policies needed for successful bilateral
relations. Ay misiaken interpretations will only continue to
affect bistera ties.

Thus Ching's imvolvernient in this year's maritime: ex-
ercee indicates that the two countries have taken ancther
mportant step toward militany cooperation. After the RIMPAC
dril, the ships Hadou, Yusyang and Qiandsoiu will make a
goocadl vist o San Diego, Calfornia, in an effort to further
morove Sno-US naval relations.
counitries. it & hoped that China and the United States can
use this opportunity as a Springboard towand greater coop-
erstion, betwesn miitares and otherwise, while both playing
constucive mies on the world stage. m
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