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A Gift of Nature

Hoh Xil becomes a newly listed world natural
heritage site By Li Fangfang

Heritage Committee in Poland on July
7, Hoh Xil was inscribed as a new world
natural heritage site, making it the largest natu-

a t the 471st session of the UNESCO World

ral heritage site in China, with an area of 45,000

square kilometers.

Hoh Xil, which means “beautiful girl” in
Mongolian, is located in the northeastern part
of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, the world's largest
and highest plateau. With an average elevation
of 4,000 meters above sea level, the Qinghai-
Tibet Plateau contains the headwaters of most
of the major river systems in the region, includ-
ing China's Yellow River and Yangtze River. A
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paradise for wildlife, Hoh Xil is home to more
than 230 wild animal species including endan-
gered creatures such as the Tibetan antelope
and the wild ass.

The site’s application for world heritage
status, which was launched at the end of 2014,
took two and a half years to gain approval. The
successful listing of Hoh Xil as a world natural
heritage site shows China's commitment to
better protecting the area. m
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1, Tibetan antelopes pass the
Qinghal-Tibet Railway on June 7,
2016

2. A Tibetan antelope in Hoh Xil
on May 18, 2015

3. Wild asses in Hah Xil on June 30

4. Yuxu Peak of the Kunlun
Mountains in Hoh Xil on July 2

5. An aerial photo of a part of
Hoh Xil taken on December 1,
2016

http://www.bjreview.com JULY 20, 2017 BEMJING REVIEW 43



